Thank Uke for Caring

Ukulele Gift Agreement & Conditions of Participation

The Thank Uke for Caring Fund is a charitable initiative
created to bring the joy, creativity, and wellness
benefits of music to healthcare workers. Recipients will
receive a quality ukelele and starter kit on a one-year

trial basis. If all conditions of participation are met, the
ukelele can be kept for free without further obligation.
While many people can successfully learn to play ukelele quickly using online
resources or by ear, recipients may request an introductory lesson, which may be
provided based on instructor availability.

The purpose of this program is to promote personal well-being through music, no
experience necessary, for those who have the desire and time to practice and learn.
Preference is given, but not limited, to healthcare workers serving in Assisted Living
and Memory Care settings in the Columbia River Gorge region, particularly those on
the lower end of the pay scale, those who regularly work night shifts and/or holidays,
and those who have no other instrument available to them.

Recipients may be nominated by a manager, director, or other organizational leader of a
healthcare organization.

As a condition of participation, recipients agree to:

Dedicate time weekly to play alone, with others, at work, or with online support.

2. Submit three video recordings within one year of receiving the ukulele
representing learning at least three new songs on the ukelele. Videos will be
private and not shared without recipient consent. (How to submit)

3. Provide or participate in at least one public photograph featuring themselves
with their ukulele.

4. Participate in a brief interview within the first year regarding their experience
learning and playing the ukelele.

5. Make lots of joyful mistakes and keep playing anyway for themselves and for
others.

These conditions are intended to support the recipient with some structure and also to
honor the continuation of the Thank Uke for Caring Fund.

If, at any time, a recipient determines that the instrument is no longer benefiting them,
or if the conditions of participation above are not fulfilled, the recipient agrees to
promptly return the ukulele so it may be placed with another deserving caregiver. The



ukulele remains a charitable gift intended for personal use and may never be sold,
traded, or otherwise resold for profit.

Should a ukulele become damaged or broken, the recipient may request consideration
for repair or replacement assistance; however, such assistance cannot be guaranteed
and is subject to available resources.

The Thank Uke for Caring Fund strongly encourages employers and care communities
to welcome appropriate ukulele playing in public and shared spaces for the enjoyment
of staff, residents, patients, and visitors.

This fund was established in memory of Norma M. Wilkerson who taught ukelele in
Oregon and Alaska to enhance her retirement. She encouraged people who were told
that they were not musical or talented to give it a try and their lives were changed,
finding the ukelele fun to learn. Her performances always involved costumes, audience
participation, humor and love. She would hope that anyone with a ukelele find others to
play with and to perform imperfectly at every opportunity as “there are no wrong notes
when you are having fun!”




